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Playgirl first discussed female circumcision
nearly two years ago. Here, an update,
some pros and cons presented Dy

writer Cathrine Kellison— a woman
who has been circumcised.

f”"‘f;& ver the past two years, five of my
| friends and | have been circum-
“ae? cised. We are all women.
And we've all become accustomed
to watching people’s faces cloud with
surprise or astonishment when we talk
about it. They either confuse it with a
clitorectomy (the removal of the clitoris
— hardly!), or they stare at us blankly.
A few of the bolder ones ask to see our
scars.

So what is female circumcision?
Quite simply, it is a somewhat contro-
versial, though very simple operation
in which the foreskin, or hood that cov-
ers the clitoris, is removed so that the
clitoris can be more exposed to stimuli.
The tip of the clitoris can generally be
seen extending down from the hood.
When the woman becomes aroused,
the clitoris gets larger, swells and peeks
out further, causing the pleasant feel-
ings. When, however, a woman has a
prepuce so thick that it is difficult to
pull it back over the clitoris it covers, or
if it's painfully tight or cushioned with
excess tissue, then surgery is often
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indicated. Granted there are some
women who have a thick foreskin and
have no trouble reaching orgasm — at
all. But others need all the help they

can get.
| remember the day of my operation

very well.
It was performed in Los Angeles by

Dr. Stanley Z. Daniels, a physician and
gynecologist. On a preliminary visit,
the doctor had asked me to pay close
attention to the difference in pressure
as he first applied a light touch to the

It may not be the fault
of the man if a
woman isn't
satisfied—it could
be that she isn't free
to explore herself
yet.

clitoris in its hooded, natural state, and
then another touch to the clitoris with
its prepuce pulled back. The difference
was quite distinct and favorable.

Stepping back, he explained that in
my particular case the operation would
be successful, heightening sensation,
though not drastically. He asked me 10
consider it for myself. It took me a full
minute; | decided to try it.

On the day of surgery, the first thing
he did was sterilize the pubic area with
an alcohol cleansing. When | saw the
hypodermic filled with Xylocaine. the
pain-killer used in local anesthetics. |
took a deep breath. And, of course. it
stung; the prepuce is as delicate and
sensitive an area as any. It was notun-
like the initial ouch! of a dentist's needle
which is there for one instant and gone
the next. Soon the foreskin was dead
ened and the surgical stage began.

One can loosely imagine the foreskin
as a triangle, with the clitoris under-
neath and located somewhere ¢l0s€
to the middle of this triangle. The doc-
tor made an eliptical incision from the
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